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   Junior League Mini-Grant 

For over 24 years, the Jun-

ior League of Spartanburg 

has offered grants to teach-

ers with our Mini-Grants for 

Teachers Program.  This 

program is dedicated to sup-

porting projects developed 

by teachers from every dis-

trict in Spartanburg County.  

 

Since 1986, the League has 

awarded over $300,000 to 

public and private school 

teachers of Spartanburg 

County children. Teachers 

write grant proposals to 

enhance their classroom 

instruction that are based 

on creativity, benefit to stu-

dents, efficiency and adapta-

bility of the project. 

 

Lorraine Moore, gifted and 

talented teacher for the dis-

trict,  has received her 

fourth grant.  Her grant was 

titled Patterns.  Applications 

are being accepted for  2012

-2013 .  Teachers may apply 

for individual grants up to 

$600, or team grants up to 

$1,000. Please review the 

new and updated  grant re-

quirements and application 

at:  

http://jlspartanburg.org/

spartanburg/npo.jsp?

pg=projects&article=7 

 

The deadline for applications 

is Friday, February 3, 2012. 
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The International Reading Association offers a voice of reason leading to the Response 

To Intervention (RTI) our schools deserve.  Below is a brief overview of their brochure 

titled IRA Response to Intervention: Guiding Principles for Educators.  (See 

www.reading.org for full story) 

 Place a strong focus on preventing problems by optimizing the quality of instruction. 

 Offer differentiated instruction and interventions at increasingly intense levels. 

 Initiate varied assessments to inform and support instruction in varied, meaningful 

ways. 

 Engage professionals in respectful collaborations that include parents and students. 

 Emphasize systemic, comprehensive approaches to support literacy learning for all. 

 Promote growing expertise for well-prepared and knowledgeable professionals. 

RTI IS NOT 

One size fits all 

Special education initiative 

Directive approach 

Emphasis on problems 

Wait-to-fail perspective 

One-shot assessment 

Hit-and miss-instruction 

Program isolation 

Remediation 

Data driven 

Reactive 

Program 

RTI IS 

One size fits few 

Regular education initiative 

Problem-solving approach 

Emphasis on solution 

Early intervention perspective 

Ongoing assessment 

High quality instruction 

Program coordination 

Acceleration 

Data driven 

Proactive 

Framework 

http://jlspartanburg.org/spartanburg/npo.jsp?pg=projects&article=7
http://jlspartanburg.org/spartanburg/npo.jsp?pg=projects&article=7
http://jlspartanburg.org/spartanburg/npo.jsp?pg=projects&article=7


We  shouldn’t teach 

great books; we  

should teach a love 

of reading. 

 

B F Skinner 
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On the first day of Christmas 

my true love gave to me, a par-

tridge in a pear tree...  

 

SCRATCH THAT ….. On the 

first day of Christmas, we 

picked up a book and started 

reading.  And throughout Spar-

tanburg School District Three, 

elementary school students 

picked up their books on Satur-

day, December 17th, their first 

day of Christmas break, to be-

gin the Twelve Days of Reading 

challenge. 

 

The Twelve Days of Reading 

challenge was designed to get 

district elementary students 

involved in a friendly competi-

tion and keep students reading 

over the Christmas holidays. 

 

The challenge: to see which 

school could read the most 

minutes over the holidays.  To 

participate, students had to 

read at least 12 of the 17 days 

of Christmas break.  Students 

in K– 2nd  were to read 15 or 

more minutes a day and stu-

dents in 3rd –5th  grade were 

to read 20 minutes or more.   

Regardless of the outcome of 

The Twelve Days of Reading 

challenge, our students read 

more.   

 

So whether ten lords are leaping 

or six geese are laying eggs, more 

than nine ladies will be dancing 

over the fact that elementary 

students in all District Three 

schools have expanded their 

world by reading.  

  

Books can bring more than two 

turtle doves and five golden rings 

to readers.  Students did not 

just ho hum drum their Christ-

mas holiday away--------they 

READ!!!!    

Children make personal con-

nections with the text by using 

their background knowledge. 

Students who make connec-

tions while reading are better 

able to understand the text 

they are reading.   

 

There are three main types of 

connections we make while 

reading text.  

 

 Text-to-Self - connections 

made between the text and 

the reader’s personal experi-

ence.  Examples: Tornado by 

Byars, Koala Lou by  Fox and  

The Keeping Quilt by Patricia 

Polacco and Owen by Kevin 

Henkes. 

 

 Text-to-Text - connections 

made between the text being 

read to a text that was previ-

ously read.  Examples: Best 

Friends by Hopkins, Piggie Pie 

by Palatini and Thank You, 

Mr. Falker by Polacco. 

 Text-to-World - connec-

tions made between the text  

being read and something that 

occurs in the world.   

 

It is important to activate chil-

dren’s background knowledge 

before,  during and after read-

ing.  Examples:  Lorax by Dr. 

Seuss, The Wall by Eve Bunting 

and The Other Side by Jackie 

Woodson.   

 

(See page 8 for a list of resources.) 

Blockbuster author James Pat-

terson delivers a genuinely hi-

larious—and surprisingly poign-

ant—story of a wildly imagina-

tive, one-of-kind kid that you 

won't soon forget. 

 

Rafe Khatchadorian has enough 

problems at home without 

throwing his first year of middle 

school into the mix. Luckily, 

he's got an ace plan for the best 

year ever, if only he can pull it 

off:  

 

With his best friend Leonardo, 

the Silent, awarding him points, 

Rafe tries to break every rule in 

his school's oppressive Code of 

Conduct. Chewing gum in class

–5,000 points! Running in the 

hallway–10,000 points! Pulling 

the fire alarm–50,000 points!  

But when Rafe's game starts to 

catch up with him, he'll have to 

decide if winning is all that mat-

ters, or if he's finally ready to 

face the rules, bullies, and 

truths he's been avoiding. 

 

This will be a favorite of every 

middle school student. 

 

   Coaches Corner 

   Comprehension Strategy —  Making Connections 

   Young Adult Book Pick:   Middle School The Worst Years of my Life 

READ 

Once you learn to 

read, you will be 

forever free. 

 

Frederick Douglas 

http://www.bing.com/shopping/thank-you-mr-falker-hardcover/p/7BF6D014FD02F81A5020?q=thank+you+mr.+falker&lpf=0&lpq=thank%2byou%2bmr%2bfalker&FORM=EGCA&lppc=undefined


 

 

Children are made 

readers on the lap 

of their parents. 

 

Buchwald 

 

 

 

 

Once you learn to 

read, you will be 

forever free. 

 
Frederick Douglas 

 

 

 

Not all readers are 

leaders, but all lead-

ers are readers. 

 

Harry S Truman 

 

 

 

 
Reading gives us 

someplace to go 

when we have to 

stay  where we are. 

 

Mason Cooley 
 

  

January 2012  Page 3 

   Reader’s Rights…. 

As readers, children should have 

the right to… 

 

 Choose the kinds of reading 

materials that interest them 

 Choose something of inter-

est even if it’s relatively diffi-

cult 

 Read a book without having 

to create a diorama, mural, 

summary, story web or 

other projects 

 Not write a journal entry 

after each book read 

 Not finish a book if it does-

n’t hold their interest 

 Read a book again and again 

 Not look up vocabulary 

words before they read 

 Skip words and go on read-

ing for meaning 

 Share a book they are ex-

cited about with others 

 Check out an unlimited 

number of books from the 

media center 

 Read because they love it. 

   Professional Reading Pick  RTI From All Sides—Mary Howard 

Response to Intervention (RTI) 

is here, but what do teachers 

need to know about it? As Mary 

Howard investigated that ques-

tion, she was surprised: the 

more she knew about it, the 

more this "teacher's teacher" 

was excited by it. That's be-

cause RTI promises to use the 

great teaching you know to 

catch readers before they falter. 

With RTI from All Sides, she 

shows how to make RTI live up 

to its promise.  

 

Howard points the way toward 

thoughtful and effective RTI-and 

away from potentially danger-

ous, rigid implementations. She 

offers suggestions for instruc-

tional design, collaboration, and 

troubleshooting-even for avoid-

ing mediocre RTI products. 

Most important, she demon-

strates how to apply the princi-

ples you trust to RTI:  

 

 teaching reading and writing 

in authentic ways to help 

students choose just-right 

books that set them up to 

read in and out of school 

 using simple, ongoing as-

sessments to know when to 

intensify instruction inside 

and outside the regular 

classroom  

 differentiating reading in-

struction to maintain the 

flow between whole-class, 

small-group, and one-on-

one instruction while meet-

ing specific students' needs  

 coordinating efforts within 

and between instructional 

supports to emphasize ac-

celeration through the tar-

geted instruction students 

need to succeed  

 designing interventions to 

amplify instruction instead 

of sidelining students to skill

-and-drill that takes them 

further from engaged, profi-

cient reading  

 

In addition, Howard includes 

helpful questions that lead book 

study groups to a better under-

standing of RTI, its structure, its 

implementation, and its daily 

application.  

   Super Web Sites 

Subscribe to Word of the Day 

and get the following informa-

tion daily:  the word, verbal 

pronunciation, meaning, ety-

mology, and a thought for the 

day.  http://www.wordsmith.org 

 

Snowflake Bentley 

http://www.vickiblackwell.com/

lit/bentley.html 

 

 

Snowflake Lesson Plan 

http://

www.teachervision.fen.com/

weather/lessonplan/3828.html 

 

Snowflake Bentley  Text for 

Multi genre writing 

http://www.readwritethink.org/

lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=774 

 

Maurice Sendak’s Where the 

Wild Things Are 

http://

www.buildyourwildself.com 

 

Great ideas for using newspa-

pers in the classroom 

http://hollisterkids.com/list.php 

 

K-5 writing mini-lessons of ALL 

kinds! 

http://www.youth.net/cec/

ceclang/ceclang-elem.html 

http://www.wordsmith.org
http://www.vickiblackwell.com/lit/bentley.html
http://www.vickiblackwell.com/lit/bentley.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/weather/lessonplan/
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/weather/lessonplan/
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/weather/lessonplan/
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=774\\dosrv1\users\Jbrewington\Bold%20Print
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=774\\dosrv1\users\Jbrewington\Bold%20Print
http://www.buildyourwildself.com
http://www.buildyourwildself.com
http://hollisterkids.com/list.php
http://www.youth.net/cec/ceclang/ceclang-elem.html
http://www.youth.net/cec/ceclang/ceclang-elem.html
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• Become a good role model. You need to be a reader. Your child needs to see you read for both 

information and pleasure.  

 

• Show your child that reading provides specific information to understand facts (e.g. reading the 

newspaper or a magazine).  

 

• Designate a section of your child’s bedroom as a reading corner with bookshelf and books. 

 

• Have your child design a sign for his/her bedroom door (e.g. “I’m a good reader”). Your child 

needs to see him/herself as a successful reader. 

 

• Read to your child daily. Set aside a specific time. Encourage discussion and interaction while 

reading. Alternate the reading with your child (maybe a paragraph, a page). Increase length gradu-

ally. 

 

• Read to younger siblings and encourage your child to join in. 

 

• Find a genre or author your child likes through your read-aloud time and then try to get your 

child hooked. 

 

• Find a regular time to visit your school or local library. Together pick out a “good” book for the 

next read-aloud time. 

 

• Visit with the librarian at your local library to help you find books that would be of interest to 

your child. Listen to all the librarian’s suggestions. Don’t worry about difficulty or reading level at 

this time. The suggested book can always become a read-aloud or a shared reading time. Read ex-

cerpts to elicit some interest. 

 

• Cooking? Have your child help with baking by reading the recipe. 

 

• Use the newspaper. Find a section of interest to your child (e.g. sports, comics), and follow it 

daily. 

 

• Taking a trip? Have your child read the map, brochures, road signs (for motels & restaurants) 

along the way. Suggest keeping a journal/diary of the trip. 

 

• Find a good joke book and have your child read a chosen joke to the family at dinner time.  

 

• Make a sign “READING IN PROGRESS” for use during read-aloud or independent reading time. 

It's even better if your child is involved in the creation of this sign! 

 

• Keep a chart of books read and set a goal (short at first). When goal is reached, your child earns 

the opportunity to shop at the bookstore for the next book for either read-aloud or independent 

reading.  

 

• Bought a new video or board game? Have your child read the directions for set up or game play. 

   Tips for Parents, by Joyce Cockson 

Creating Enthusiastic Young Readers 

 

Over the years I have been asked by parents numerous times ―How do I get my child to read and 

enjoy it?‖ So I created the following menu to help parents in this venture: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

R 
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D 

 

R 
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D 

 

R 

E 

A 

D 
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Learn about Martin Luther King, Jr., an outstanding American leader and hero, who was born on January 

15. Share the stories of his vision and commitment by using the activities, lessons, and printables below 

that detail Dr. King's life. There are quizzes, biographies, and art activities on this civil rights leader and 

Nobel Peace Prize recipient. You'll also find references on his assassination, resources for Black History 

Month (February), and activities for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (Monday, January 16, 2012).  

 

Printables 

  Postage Stamps for Heroes 
  Martin Luther King Jr Coloring Page 
  Pictorial Timeline of Dr. Martin Luther King's Life 

  Martin Luther King Jr. Printable Book (Grades 4-8) 

  "I Have a Dream" Little Book 
  I Have a Dream: Drawing Activity 
  I Have a Dream 
  Popular Martin Luther King Jr Printables 

Lesson Plans 

  Activities for African Folk Tales 

  Martin Luther King Jr, Civil Rights Leader 

  African-American Gospel Music 

  Martin Luther King, Jr. Receives the Nobel 

Peace Prize 
  Influencing Others in Our World 

  Researching the Life of Martin Luther King 

Quizzes 

  Civil Rights Quiz 

  All About Martin Luther King, Jr. Quiz 

  Martin Luther King Jr. Quiz 

  The Life of Martin Luther King Jr. Quiz 

References 

  Martin Luther King Jr.'s Life 

  Dwight D. Eisenhower's Little Rock Response 

  Assassinations and Attempts in U.S. Since 1865 

  Conspiracy Theories Behind Martin Luther King's 

Assassination 
  Timeline of Affirmative Action Milestones 

  Death of Martin Luther King Jr.: A Proclamation 

Language Arts Activities 

  MLK Jr. Story 

  Dreams Poetry Unit 

  Dreams Idea Sheets 

  Martin Luther King Jr. Questions 

  Dreams Poem 

  Martin Luther King Jr. Alphabetizing 

  Martin Luther King Jr. & Your Dreams 

   MLK Jr Language Arts Activities 

 Martin Luther King Jr Biographies 

  Martin Luther King Jr. Receives the Nobel 

Peace Prize 
  Photo of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
  Three African-Americans in the Far West 
  Daily Journal Topics: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
  A Movement Lead by Dr. Martin Luther King 
  Popular Black History Month Biographies 

Civil Rights Resources 

  Timeline of the Modern Civil Rights Movement 
  All About Martin Luther King Jr. Quiz 
  Martin Luther King Jr. Wordsearch 
  Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
  Reading Warm-Up 106 for Gr. 1 & 2: Histori-

cal Fiction 
  Reading Warm-Up 108 for Gr. 5 & 6: Histori-

cal Fiction 
  Martin Luther King, Jr. Quiz 
  Popular Civil Rights Resources 

African-American History Resources 

  Black History Printables Slideshow (K-5) 

  Favorite Black History Month Activities Gallery 

  Coloring Book of African-Americans Slideshow 

  Black History Printables Slideshow (6-12) 

  Martin Luther King Jr. Printables Slideshow 

(Grades 4-8) 
  Martin Luther King Jr Printable Book (K-3) 

  Martin Luther King Jr. Story Starter 

   African-American History Resources 

   Martin Luther King, Jr. Resources for Teachers  
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http://www.teachervision.fen.com/childrens-art-activities/printable/18438.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/printable/4942.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/printable/4318.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/printable-book/54052.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/african-american-history/printable/45976.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/printable/29364.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/printable/37334.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/printable/54972.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/folk-tales/activity/3721.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/lesson-plan/4304.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/music-styles/lesson-plan/8289.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/lesson-plan/4284.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/lesson-plan/4284.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/community-helpers/lesson-plan/3496.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/resource/4037.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/civil-rights/quiz/8726.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/quiz/8727.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/quiz/8728.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/quiz/8732.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/resource/4305.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/civil-rights/resource/4316.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/us-constitution/us-government-branches/192.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/resource/4199.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/resource/4199.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/affirmative-action/resource/4280.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/resource/4293.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/printable/54876.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/printable/54868.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/printable/54870.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/printable/4289.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/black-history-month/printable/54869.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/printable/18115.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/printable/18117.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/tv/tvsearch/site=TV&lowest_grade=100&highest_grade=112&type=web-resource%7Cgraphic-organizer%7Cslideshow%7Clesson-plan%7Carticle%7Creference%7Csample-worksheets%7Cquiz-lab-quiz%7Cprintable&theme=martin-luther-king-day%7Cmartin
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/printable/4283.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/printable/4283.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/printable/4288.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/us-history/printable/18436.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/letters-and-journals/printable/43296.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/african-american-history/martin-luther-king-jr/47062.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/black-history-month/biography/54992.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/civil-rights/resource/4274.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/quiz/18118.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/printable/37335.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/printable/37333.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/reading-comprehension/printable/53804.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/reading-comprehension/printable/53804.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/reading-comprehension/printable/56497.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/reading-comprehension/printable/56497.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/quiz/67422.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/civil-rights/resource/54974.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/slideshow/black-history/58706.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/slideshow/black-history-month/56013.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/slideshow/african-american-history/58754.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/slideshow/black-history/58707.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/slideshow/martin-luther-king-jr/58896.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/slideshow/martin-luther-king-jr/58896.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/printable-book/54051.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/martin-luther-king-jr/printable/18119.html
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/african-american-history/resource/48264.html
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http://coe.west.asu.edu/students/dcorley/authors/Lionni/htm
http://coe.west.asu.edu/students/dcorley/authors/Lionni/htm
http://www.robertmunsch.com
http://www.magictreehouse.com/#
http://www.patriciapolacco.com
http://www.janetstevens.com/
http://kennedy-center.org/programs/family/aleander/author/html
http://kennedy-center.org/programs/family/aleander/author/html


Model Fluent Reading:  Students need many opportunities to hear texts read aloud.  This can 

include daily read-alouds, books on audiocassettes, and books read by peers during book-sharing.  

While you read aloud to students, highlight particular aspects of fluency, such as how you read dia-

logue the way you think the character would say it or how you raise your voice at the end of a 

question sentence. 

Provide Direct Instruction and Feedback:  Direct instruction in fluency includes, but isn't lim-

ited top, independent reading practice, fluent reading modeling, and monitoring students’ reading 

rates. 

Provide Reader Support:  Readers need to practice reading both orally and silently.  Feedback 

during oral reading can aid in building fluency and attending to key aspects of fluency-speed, accu-

racy, and intonation.  The most popular reader support techniques are echo reading, choral read-

ing, partner reading, and reader’s theater. 

Use Repeated Readings of One Text:  Repeated readings has long been recognized as an ex-

cellent way to help students achieve fluency.  It has been shown to increase reading rate and accu-

racy and transfer to new texts.  The student’s reading is timed and feedback is given based on word 

accuracy and number of words read correctly per minute.  The student then practices with the 

text until ready for another timed reading. 

Cue Phrase Boundaries in Text:  One of the characteristics of proficient readers is the ability 

to group words together in meaningful units.  Students who are having trouble with comprehension 

may not be putting words together in meaningful phrases or chunks as they read.  Their oral read-

ing is characterized by choppy, word-by-word delivery that impedes comprehension.  One way to 

help is the use of phrase-cued texts in which the natural boundaries are made on the passage.  Stu-

dents practice with the marked passage, then read the same passage unmarked.  

Provide Students with Easy Reading Materials:  Students need an enormous amount of indi-

vidualized reading practice in materials that are not too difficult.  The materials should be at the 

student’s independent or instructional level, not at the frustration level.  Provide time in class for 

students to read independently or with partners, and also assign books to read at home daily. 

  Interactive Read Aloud   

 Powerful demonstrations of fluent, phrased reading 

 Explicit teaching about reading to show how it works 

 Shared Reading 

 Demonstrate fluent, phrased reading and have children participate 

 Demonstrate how to use the text features 

 Guided Reading 

 Give an overview of the story for students to use as they construct meaning when they 

read the text 

 Introduce new text structures or unusual language to support meaning-making during 

reading 

 Demonstrate phrased, fluent reading by reading a sentence or page with the children 

 Independent Reading 

 Explicitly focus attention on a particular aspect of text that can support students’ fluent 

reading 

 Explicitly demonstrate and give students time to practice using text layout, punctuation, or 

phrase units 

   Six Ways to Develop Fluency  by Tim Rasinski 
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Text-to-Self  Connections 
 

 The Summer My Dad Was Ten by 

Brisson 

 The Pain and the Great One by 

Judy Blume 

 The Summer My Dad Was Ten by 

Brisson 

 Going Home by Eve Bunting 

 Sol a Sol by Lori Marie Carlson 

 Up North at the Cabin by Marshall 

Call 

 Mama Coming and Going by 

Casely 

 Getting Through Thursday by 

Cooper 

 The Art Lesson by Tomie de Paola 

 Nana Upstairs, Nana Downstairs 

by Tomie de Paola 

 Lily’s Purple Plastic Purse by Kevin 

Henkes 

 Sheila the Brave by Kevin Henkes 

 Wimberley Worried by Kevin 

Henkes 

 Pumpkin Jack by Hubbell 

 In Dad’s Day by Humphrey 

 ―My Favorite Word‖ by Lucia and 

James L. Hymes, Jr. 

 The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats 

 Near the Window Tree: Poems 

and Notes by Karla Kuskin 

 I Hate English by Ellen Levine 

 What Are You So Grumpy About? 

by Tom Lichtenheld 

 I Want to Be a Police Officer by 

Liebman 

 Hey World, Here I Am by Jean 

Little 

 Days with Frog and Toad by Ar-

nold Lobel 

 Frog and Toad All Year by Arnold 

Lobel 

 Frog and Toad Are Friends by Ar-

nold Lobel 

 Frog and Toad Together by Ar-

nold Lobel 

 Three Brave Women by C.L.G. 

Martin 

 Mirette on a High Wire by Emily 

A. McCully 

 It’s Okay to Be Different by Parr 

 Chicken Sunday by Patricia Po-

lacco 

 Margaret and Margarita by Reiser 

 Birthday Presents by Cynthia Ry-

lant 

 Every Living Thing (short story 

collection) by Cynthia Rylant 

 Henry and Mudge in the Spring by 

Cynthia Rylant 

 Miss Maggie by Cynthia Rylant 

 Now One Foot, Now the Other 

by Tomie de Paola 

 Oliver Button is a Sissy by Tomie 

de Paola 

 Rondo in C by Paul Fleischman 

 Relatively Speaking by Fletcher 

 Wilfred Gordon McDonald Par-

tridge by Mem Fox 

 Chester’s Way by Kevin Henkes 

 Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes 

 Julius, the Baby of the World by 

Kevin Henkes 

 Mrs. Katz and Tush by Patricia 

Polacco 

 Mrs. Mack by Patricia Polacco 

 My Rotten Red-Headed Older 

Brother by Patricia Polacco 
 

Text-to-Text Connections 
 

 Piggie Pie by Margie Palatini 

 Zoom Broom by Margie Palatini 

 Oliver Button is a Sissy by Tomie 

de Paola 

 Max, the Stubborn Little Wolf by 

Judes 

 William’s Doll by Charlotte 

Zolotow 

 Julius, the Baby of the World by 

Kevin Henkes 

 My Rotten Red-Headed Older 

Brother by Patricia Polacco 

 The Pain and the Great One by 

Judy Blume 

 ―Brother‖ by Mary Ann Hoberman 

 The Two of Them by Aliki 

 Now One Foot, Now the Other 

by Tomie de Paola 

 Best Friends (poems) by Hopkins 

 Two Close Friends by Lambert 

 Why Are You Fighting, Davy? by 

Weninger 

 The Jolly Postman and Other Peo-

ple’s Letters by Janet and Allan 

Ahlberg 

 The Gingerbread Man 

 The Runaway Rice Cake by Ying 

Chang Compestine 

 Thank You, Mr. Falker by Patricia 

Polacco 

 Something to Remember Me By 

 The Memory Box 

 Just Plain Fancy by Patricia Polacco 

 Appelmendo's Dreams by Patricia 

Polacco 

 Oh, Look! By Patricia Polacco 

 We’re Going on a Lion Hunt by 

David Axtell 

 When Lightning Comes in a Jar by 

Patricia Polacco 

 My Best Friend Moved Away by 

Carlson 

 The Lost and Found House by 

Cadnum 

 The Surprise Wednesday by Eve 

Bunting 
 

Text-to-World Connections 
 

 Fly Away Home by Eve Bunting 

 Gleam and Glow by Eve Bunting 

 A Picnic in October by Eve Bun-

ting 

 Someday a Tree by Eve Bunting 

 Call Back Mountain 

 Smoky Night by Eve Bunting 

 The Wall by Eve Bunting 

 The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne 

Cherry 

 The River Runs Wild by Lynne 

Cherry 

 To Every Child, A Better World 

by Kermit the Frog/United Na-

tions 

 Baseball Saved Us by Kevin Mochi-

zuki 

 New York’s Bravest by Mary Pope 

Osborne 

 Night in the Country by Cynthia 

Rylant 

 The Butter Battle Book by Dr. 

Seuss 

 Lorax by Dr. Seuss 

 Red Fish, Blue Fish Dr. Seuss 

 What a Wonderful World by 

George D. Weiss & Bob Thiele 

 The Other Side by Jacqueline 

Woodson 
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One Hundred Days (Plus One)   by Margaret McNamara 

 

Hannah's teacher plans a party to celebrate the one hundredth day of school. But 

on the day of the big party, Hannah is too sick to go. She misses out on the fun. 

But when she returns the next school day, Hannah finds that adding one can 

make things extra special. 

 

 

The Night Before the 100th Day of School by Natasha Wing (2005) 

 

The 100th day of school is almost here and one student is desperate to 

find 100 of anything to bring to class. Then all of a sudden inspiration 

strikes, and he comes up with a surprise that makes the 100th day cele-

bration one to remember! This hilarious story of a popular school tra-

dition offers a perfect modern twist on Clement C. Moore's classic 

poem. 

 

 

The 100th Day of School by Abby Klein (2008) 

 

The 100th day of school is approaching, and to mark the occasion, Freddy and his 

classmates must each collect and bring to school 100 of something. Freddy is 

overwhelmed by the thought, then he has a great idea to collect 100 shark trad-

ing cards. But he only has 21 cards! How will be get another 79 before the 100th 

day of school? Join Freddy as he plots the perfect plan to reach his goal.  

 

 

Jake's 100th Day of School by Lester L. Laminack (2006) 

 

Jake and his classmates are getting ready for a celebration. Tomorrow is 

the 100th day of school and everyone is going to share their collections of 

100 things. The day of the celebration arrives. Jake's friend Henry brings 

100 bottle caps and Emily brings 100 paper clips. But Jake forgets the 100 

family pictures he has glued into a special memory book at home. Disaster! 

The problem is solved thanks to Jake's ingenuity and the sensitivity of his 

wonderful principal, Mrs. Wadsworth. 

 

 

Miss Bindergarten Celebrates the 100th Day of Kindergarten by Joseph Slate (2002) 

 
 

Miss Bindergarten, the world's best kindergarten teacher, is getting ready 

for another milestone. Tomorrow she and her class will have been together 

for 100 days. To celebrate, each student must bring "100 of some wonder-

ful, one-hundred-full thing!" At night, while the students go to work assem-

bling their projects, Miss Bindergarten is working, too, making special sur-

prises for the class. 
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http://astore.amazon.com/schoolnotes_books-20/detail/0689855354/002-7969494-8556831
http://astore.amazon.com/schoolnotes_books-20/detail/0448439239/002-7969494-8556831
http://astore.amazon.com/schoolnotes_books-20/detail/0439895936/002-7969494-8556831
http://www.educationworld.com/a_bestbooks/students/%20http:/astore.amazon.com/schoolnotes_books-20/detail/1561453552/002-7969494-8556831
http://astore.amazon.com/schoolnotes_books-20/detail/0142500054/002-7969494-8556831
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/night-before-the-100th-day-of-school-natasha-wing/1100667378
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 

New Year's Day 
 

Betsy Ross born, 

1752 
 

Paul Revere 

born, 1735. 
 

Ellis Island 

Opened, 1892 

 

2 
 

Isaac Asimov, 

Astronomer, 

born, 1920 
 

Crosby Bonsall 
 

Boo Boo Bear's 

Birthday (Yogi 

the Bear's little 

buddy) 

3 
 

Drinking Straw 

Patented, 1888. 
 

Festival Of Sleep 

Day 
 

J.R.R. Tolkien 

born, 1892. 

4 
 

Trivia Day 
 

Isaac Newton 

born, 1643 
 

Jakob Grimm 

born, 1785. 
 

Louis Braille 

born, 1809. 

5 
 

First Woman 

Governor Inau-

gurated 1925 

inauguration of 

Nellie Ross as 

Wyoming's Gov-

ernor. 
 

George Wash-

ington Carver 

Recognition Day 
 

National Bird 

Day 

6 
 

Bean Day 
 

Poet Carl Sand-

burg born, 1878 
 

Epiphany 
 

Sherlock 

Holmes 

7 
 

First U.S. Presiden-

tial Election held, 

1789 
 

Old Rock Day 

8 
 

Secret Pal Day 
 

Elvis Presley 

born, 1935 

9 
 

Clyde Robert 

Bulla 
 

1st U.S. Balloon 

Flight, 1793 
 

National Static 

Electricity Day 

10 
 

Remy Charlip 
 

First Meeting of 

United Nations 

General Assem-

bly in London, 

1946 

 

 

11 
 

Milk Day Milk 

delivered in bot-

tles for the first 

time, 1878. 
 

Amelia Earhart,  

flew solo across 

the Pacific 

Ocean, 1935 

12 
 

Work Harder 

Day 
 

Author Jack 

London born, 

1876 

13 
 

Poetry Break 

Day 
 

Rubber Duckie's 

Birthday Sesame 

Street Charac-

ter. 
 

Michael Bond 

14 
 

National Dress Up 

Your Pet Day 
 

The Revolutionary 

War ended, 1784 

15 
 

First Super Bowl 

Played in 1967. 

Green Bay (35) 

defeated Kansas 

City (10). 
 

Hat Day The 

first top hat was 

worn. 

16 
 

Dr. Martin Lu-

ther King, Jr. 

Day Born in 

1929. Observed 

Third Monday in 

January. 
 

Prohibition be-

gan in 1920 

17 
 

Benjamin Frank-

lin born, 1706 
 

Shari Lewis 

born, 1934 

18 
 

Author A.A. 

Milne born, 1882 
 

Marks the begin-

ning of the Lewis 

& Clark Bicen-

tennial. 

19 
 

Artist Paul Cez-

anne born, 1839 
 

Popcorn Day 

20 
 

Inauguration Day 

(Every 4 years - 

2009, 2013) 
 

Cheese Day 
 

First traffic rules 

published, 1900 

21 
 

National Hugging 

Day 
 

First flight of the 

Supersonic Con-

corde, 1976 

22 
 

Brian Wildsmith 
 

National Blonde 

Brownie Day 

23 
 

Chinese New 

Year - Year of 

the Dragon 
 

National Hand-

writing Day 
 

National Pie Day 

24 
 

Gold Discov-

ered in Califor-

nia At Sutter's 

Mill in 1848 by 

John Marshall 

25 
 

Opposite Day 
 

First Winter 

Olympics held, 

1924 

26 
 

Australia Day 

Australia first 

settled, 1788 

27 
 

Lewis Carroll 
 

National Geo-

graphic Society 

Founded, 1888 
 

Julius Lester 

28 
 

Jackson Pollock, 

Artist, born in 

1912 
 

National Kazoo 

Day 

29 
 

Baseball Hall of 

Fame estab-

lished, 1936 
 

National Puzzle 

Day 

30 
 

23rd President 

Franklin D. Roo-

sevelt born, 

1882 

31 
 

Backwards Day 
 

Baseball Great 

Jackie Robinson 

born, 1919 

        

http://www.theteacherscorner.net/seasonal/new-years/
http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/
http://gonewengland.about.com/cs/paulrevere/index.htm
http://www.ellisisland.org/
http://craftsforkids.about.com/library/trcrafts/blstrawtrt.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Festival_of_Sleep_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Festival_of_Sleep_Day
http://www.tolkiensociety.org/
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/trivia.htm
http://inventors.about.com/library/inventors/blnewton.htm
http://childrensbooks.about.com/library/weekly/aa041800a.htm
http://www.duxburysystems.com/braille.asp
http://wyoarchives.state.wy.us/Research/Topics/FTopic.asp?SubID=3&nav=1&homeID=1
http://wyoarchives.state.wy.us/Research/Topics/FTopic.asp?SubID=3&nav=1&homeID=1
http://craftsforkids.about.com/library/spdays/bljan5th.htm
http://craftsforkids.about.com/library/spdays/bljan5th.htm
http://craftsforkids.about.com/library/trcrafts/blseedbtrt.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05504c.htm
http://www.sherlock-holmes.co.uk/
http://www.sherlock-holmes.co.uk/
http://craftsforkids.about.com/cs/stoneandrock/index.htm
http://craftsforkids.about.com/library/spdays/bljan8th.htm
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/contributor.jsp?id=1879
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/contributor.jsp?id=1879
http://www.sciencemadesimple.com/static.html
http://www.sciencemadesimple.com/static.html
http://www.un.org/Overview/milesto4.htm
http://www.un.org/Overview/milesto4.htm
http://www.un.org/Overview/milesto4.htm
http://www.un.org/Overview/milesto4.htm
http://craftsforkids.about.com/library/spdays/bljan11th.htm
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/lesson-plans/writing/poetry/
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/lesson-plans/writing/poetry/
http://craftsforkids.about.com/library/spdays/bljan13th.htm
http://craftsforkids.about.com/library/spdays/bljan13th.htm
http://football.about.com/library/weekly/bl_superbowl1.htm
http://football.about.com/library/weekly/bl_superbowl1.htm
http://craftsforkids.about.com/library/projects/bltophat.htm
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/seasonal/martin-luther-king-day/
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/seasonal/martin-luther-king-day/
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/seasonal/martin-luther-king-day/
http://www.fi.edu/franklin/
http://www.fi.edu/franklin/
http://www.grandtimes.com/lambchop.html
http://www.pooh-corner.com/
http://www.pooh-corner.com/
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/lesson-plans/socialstudies/
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/lesson-plans/socialstudies/
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/lesson-plans/socialstudies/
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/lesson-plans/socialstudies/
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/thematicunits/popcorn.php
http://homeschooling.about.com/library/bljan20a.htm
http://www.donogh.com/cooking/brownies/blonde.shtml
http://www.donogh.com/cooking/brownies/blonde.shtml
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/seasonal/chinese-new-year/
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/seasonal/chinese-new-year/
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/seasonal/chinese-new-year/
http://www.piecouncil.org/Events/NationalPieDay/
http://comspark.com/goldminer%2Dmall/chronicles/golddisc.htm
http://comspark.com/goldminer%2Dmall/chronicles/golddisc.htm
http://comspark.com/goldminer%2Dmall/chronicles/golddisc.htm
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/thematicunits/australia.php
http://www.lewiscarroll.org/carroll.html
http://www.kazoos.com/kazooday04.htm
http://www.kazoos.com/kazooday04.htm
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/printable-worksheets/
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/printable-worksheets/
http://history1900s.about.com/cs/fdr/index.htm
http://history1900s.about.com/cs/fdr/index.htm
http://history1900s.about.com/cs/fdr/index.htm
http://craftsforkids.about.com/library/spdays/bljan31st.htm
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/jrhtml/jrhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/jrhtml/jrhome.html

